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Our History
In 2014, Pumpkin Prowl co-founder Larry
Pattison realized 3 weeks before Halloween
that for the first time ever, he was not going
to see his children on Halloween due to a
recent divorce. His girls were 6 and 8.
Thanks to his brilliant neighbour, the late
Kate Andrus, on Friday October 24th, 2014,
Pumpkin Prowl was born. 20 children joined
us for that first event and each year,
participation has doubled from the year
before.
In 2015, Larry's now wife, Tara, jumped in
with both feet to help plan and promote this
little event and has become a driving force
of its success every since.
Each year, the testimonials and
conversations highlight the need, value, and
effect of our project. What started out as a
discussion about parenting schedules,
extended to grandparents not able to see
their kids on the official Halloween, work
schedules, and of course avoiding conflict
and ensuring both parents (or grandparents)
have a day they can Trick-or-treat through
the neighbourhood with their children and
grandchildren.
Pumpkin Prowl is not only a very special
event for Larry, Tara, their children and their
extended families who all help out, it is also
an important part of its neighbourhood who
has so graciously opened their doors twice a
year to allow for this tradition to continue
and grow.

In 2017, some 250 kids and their families
participated in Pumpkin Prowl and 40 homes
opened their doors for the event. In 2018,
Pumpkin Prowl saw it’s first significant
rainfall in the 5 years it had been held but
that didn’t stop many families proving that
rain or shine, this not so little event is
cherished and not to be missed.
In 2018, Larry & Tara asked Kate Andrus'
family if they would mind if the event be
renamed in her honour and they graciously
accepted. We are proud to now call this the
.
Of course, none of this would be possible
without our volunteers, vendors who
provide free activities for the kids, and the
many gracious donors who have supported
us over the years.

Event Synopsis
The event is held before Halloween each
year on a weekend date determined by April
1st of the event year.
Late afternoon the day of the event, Belview
Park in Hamilton, ON is setup with bouncy
castles, washrooms, many vendors providing
games, actives and food, and is active for 2
hours.
Following the activities at the park, children
and youth parade through the
neighbourhood, visiting homes identified as
participants of the event, and receive either
candy or toys provided by event organizers
ahead of time.

Become a Donor
Donations are required in the form of candy,
small toys, crafts, or any trick-or-treat sized
item to ensure there is something for
children with various allergies as well.
Vendors are critical to ensuring the PreProwl gathering at the park is fun with lot’s
of activities and games to engage children of
all ages. From Pride Hamilton to Beautiful
Alleys, the community is on full display each
year.
Monetary donations are of course required
to keep it a free activity for the community
and every year the Pumpkin Prowl team
looks for a title sponsor to lessen the load of
our many smaller sponsors and event
organizers.

Community Benefits
Mental Health of separated families or
family members (ie grandparents), in
conflict by eliminating arguments
associated with sharing time on special
occasions with the children in their lives
Has brought a sense of community to
those that live in the neighbourhood,
introducing us to neighbours we may
have otherwise never gotten to know
Provides a safe alternative for youth and
their families to trick-or-treat in a large
group environment
Provides fun volunteer opportunities for
youth and youth at heart
Creates lasting memories for youth and
their families.

